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1. Welcome

Welcome to alll We hope you enjoy this guide to the history and art of our beautiful and
historic St. CasimirCatholic Church atCanton in Baltimore, Maryland. St.Casimiris Roman
Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Baltimore under the care of the Conventual
Franciscans. We invite you to join us for worship and fellowship. There is a wonderful
renewal and rebirth taking place here in our Canton and Patterson Park neighborhoods
through the powerful presence of Jesus Christ, who promised to be present whenever we
gather in His name. Whether you are here for a short visit or make your home here, we
look forward to your visit and growing in faith with you.

Connect with Us
Scanor Click on Linkto Learn More

Join Us

Sacramental
Prep

[m] % ]

Religious Ed Ministries Bulletin Give

@WWW.stcasimir.orq

o stcasimircantonMD
EIsaintcasimircantonmd1964

Email:st.casimir@verizon.net Tel: (410) 2761981

Page2 of 168 Rev. 119-2024



https://stcasimir.org/new-parishoner/
https://stcasimir.org/
https://stcasimir.org/sacraments/
https://stcasimir.org/non-sacramental-programs-for-children/
https://stcasimir.org/non-sacramental-programs-for-children/
https://stcasimir.org/religious-education-for-children/
https://stcasimir.org/liturgical-ministries/
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/stcasimir
https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/stcasimir
http://www.stcasimir.org/
mailto:st.casimir@verizon.net

2. Table of Contents

1. AT (o0 o T TP 2
2. TaDIE Of CONENTS.....etieiiiiiiiei e e e e e e e e e s 3...
1. History of St. Casimir Catholic Church...........ccooooii i 13
1.1. Polish Immigration (1870-19L17)....ccccceiiiiiiiiie et e e e e eea e e e e aeenes 13.
1.2. Establishment of St. Casimir Catholic Parish (1902L923)............cuuveviiiiiiinanannns. 13
1.3. Planning and Construction of the New Church (1913-1926)...............uuvvvunnnnnnn. 14
1.4. Architectural Design of the New Church..........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiccee e, 18
1.5. Further Expansion of the Parish (19301975)........cccooiiiiiiiiiii e 19
1.6. Consolidation and Merger (1975 t0 Present)........cccoevvieiii e ieeeeeee e 20.
2. Historical PROtOgrapS.........oviiiiiiiiiii e 23
2.1. Original Church (Now Kolbe Hall) with New Church in Background (Circa 1927)
......................................................................................................................... 23.
2.2. Interior of Old Church (Circa 1927)........uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 24,
2.3. Site of Construction for New Church (Circa 1925).........uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeenn. 24.
2.4. Iron Framework of New Church (Circa 1926)............ccuuviiiiiieeeieeiiee e 25
2.5. Completion of the Belltowers (Circa 1926).........cccceueieeiieeiieeeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaennes 26
2.6. Interior View from Narthex to Sanctuary (circa 1927).......cccceeeeeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeennnnns 27
2.7. Interior View from Sanctuary to Choir (Circa 1927)........cccuvveiiiiieiiimmmmnnnniinnnns 21.
2.8. Close-Up of Sanctuary (CIrCa 1927 .......coieeeieeeieeee ettt 28
2.9. Left and Right Sides of Sanctuary (Circa 1927)........cccoeeeeiiiiiiieeiieeeeie e, 28...
2.10. NArtheX (CIrCA L1927)....cuuiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiet et e e e e e e e ettt ettt e e e e e e enennnnnaannas 29
2.11. Chapel of the Virgin Mary of Good Counsel - Original Baptistry (circa 1927)...29
2.12. Dedication Mass (APFil 2, 1927 ).......cuuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 30..
2.13. Baltimore Award for Architectural Significance..............cccoooiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiies 30..
2.14. St. Casimir School AnneXEQOi Donnell and S. Kenwood’'ENow Cupertino
(01T 01 (=T g (O [ o= T K 2 A T 31
2.15. St. Casimir ReCtory (CIrCa 1934).....ccuuuuiiieieiieeieee et 31..

Page 3 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




3.

4.

2.16. St. Casimir SChool (CIrCa 1934).......cccieeeieiiie e 32..
2.17. St. Casimir School and Gymnasium (1952)............cceeiieiiiiieeiiee e eeeees 32
2.18. Altar (CHriStMAS L1977 ) ceuuuuiii ettt e e e 33
2.19. St. Casimir Parish FestivdEBaltimore Sun (6-13-1998)..........ccceevviiiiiiiiiiccennee. 34
(@0 (=T oo ] (0T | £= T 0] o 1S 35
3.1. St. Casimir Main Facade (fronting Kenwood AVENUE).............ceeereeieieenniieeeenne. 35
3.2. Models for the Statues of St. Francis and St. Anthony of Padua at St. Casimi
Shrine of St. Anthony in ENcott City........coooooiiiiiiii e 36
3.3, St. CaSIMIr Bl TOWEL. ... .uutiiiiiiiiis et 37
3.4. St. Casimir Aerial View (looking southwest towards Locust Point).................... 38.
3.5.  St. Anthony Hall (north side of west-bound O Donnell Street between
Kenwood Avenue and Lakewood Avenue) (Hght)..........eeeeeeeeiiiininiieeeeeeeeeeeeenn 38.
3.6. Kolbe Hall'EOriginal Church Building (from Lakewood Avenue) (left).............. 39
3.7. Kolbe Hall Main Entrance (westbound O Donnell Street on north side of
(O TUT (ot ) I (o | | PP 39..
3.8. Friary (west side of Kenwood Avenue at westbound Q Donnell Street)........... 40
3.9. St. Joseph Cupertino CenterESt. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel Entrance (east side of
Kenwood Avenue at westbound Oi Donnell Street)...............cccccvvvvveeeeenee...... 40
3.10. St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel INterior............vveeeiiiiiieieieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn 41
3.11. St. Joseph Cupertino Center- Pastorate Office Entrance (2800 © Donnell Street
BWESIDOUNA) ... 42..
3.12. St. Casimit s School Main Entrance (east side of Kenwood Avenue between
east and west-bound OT Donnell Sreet)...........oeeeveeeeeiiiieeiieeeeeee e 43
Artistic Tour of St. Casimir ChUICH.........coooiiiii 44.
4.1, Sanctuary and NAVE..........uuiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e et e e e eaeeeeraneeaeesd 44
4.1.1. View from Choir Loft towards SAnCtUary............cccceeeiiiiiienrreineeeeeeeeeeeeeee 44..
4.1.2.  View from Sanctuary to Choir LOft............cccoiiiiiiiiiie e, 45
4.2, THE MaIN AR ......ouiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e ee s e 46..

4.2.1. Pieta and Crucifix (with St. Francis on the left and St. Anthony of Padua on

the TIGNL) oo D

Page4 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




4.2.2. Bas Relief of Adam and Eve and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and

VL e 48
4.2.3. St. Louis'EBishop of Toulouse (eft)..........cceeieiiiiiiiiiiiee e 49
4.2.4. St Casimir (NN e e e e enees 49
4.2.5.  St. Francis of ASSiSi (I€ft).......cooiieiiiiiiiiieee e 50..
4.2.6. St. Anthony of Padua (right)..........coooiiiii i 50.
4.2.7. St. Daniel of PaduaEDeacon and Martyr...........ccccceuvviiiieeeeeenniiieeeeeeeennns hl..
4.2.8. St. Prosdocimus of PaduaEBishop and Martyr..........cccccevvvveiiviiveinnnnnnnns 51
4.2.9. High Altar at the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua.................ccooovvuueeen... 52
4.2.10. TaDEIrNACIE DOOK.......uueiiiiiiiieiiiiiee e e e e e e eee e 53
4.2.11. Miracle of St. Anthony and the Mule. ..., 54
4.2.12. Miracle of St. Anthony and the Avaricious Mani s Heart....................... B5..
4.2.13. The Dead Christ Surrounded by ANgeb ... 56...
N o | 1 (PSSR 57
4.2.15. Coat of Arms of James Cardinal Gibbons.................cccoiiiiiiiiis 88..
4.2.16. Symbol of the Order of Friars Minor Conventual...............cccccvvvimeeeeeen... 58
4.3, SIUE AITAIS. ..ot e e e e e 59
4.3.1. St. Anne and Child Mary Altar (with the Sacred Chrism, Oil of
Catechumens, and Oil of Anointing the Sick)............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiin, 59.
4.3.2. Sacred Heart 0f JESUS AIAr............uuviiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 60Q.
4.3.3.  Mary Queen of Heaven Atar..............coiieeeiiiieeieee e 6l
4.3.4. St. Joseph and the Child Jesus ARar............cccoovviiiiiiiieeiei e, 62
4.4, BapltiSmal FONT......oooiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e raaaaee 63..
4.5. Other Furnishings of the SanCtuary............ccccoviiiiiiiiiiieiiii e 64
451, SEAUIA. ...uueii e e 64..
4.5.2. Pre-Dietux (KNEEIEIS) ... ... ittt 65
4.5.3.  CredenCe TabIe.... ..o 66
4.5.4. The Infant of Prague Statue..........cccocooeviviiiiiceiieeeecicee e 6.1.
4.6. Murals Of the SANCLUAIY..........cuuuuiiiie e e e e e e e e e e eeeeenes 68

Pageb of 168 Rev. 119-2024




4.6.1. St. Raphael the Archangel (IEft)...........uuuiieiiiiiiiiiie e 69
4.6.2.  St. Michael the Archangel (right)...........oiiiii e 69
4.6.3. St. Gabriel the Archangel (Ieft).........ccooveiiiiiiiii s 70
4.6.4. Uriel the Archangel (Nght) ... 70.
4.6.5. St AMDBrose (IEft)......cooiriiiiii e e 71
4.6.6. St AUQUSEING (MONT.....ueiii e 71
4.6.7. St. Gregory the Great (Ieft).........uuiiiii i 71.
4.6.8. St JErome (FMGNL)......eeeiiiiiiiiiiiiit e ennnnnnaes 71
4.6.9. God the Son + Jesus Christ + King of the People.........ccccoovvviiiiniiin 12
4.6.10. God the Father AIMighty ..........ooomiiiiii e 73..
4.6.11. God the HOlY SPIMt....cccoiiiieeeeeee e e e 73
4.7. Murals on the Ceiling of the Nave..............ooiii i, 4.
4.7.1. Descent of the Holy Spirit (at Pentecost)............cceeeeeeiiiiiiiieieeiiiiiiiiiiie 74..
4.7.2.  Apotheosis of the FranciSCan Order..............uuuuuuiiiiiuiiiiieeeeeeee e eeeeee 75
4.8. Murals of the South Wall............ooooiiiiiii e 76
4.8.1. Baptizatio Ducis Metislai et Conversio Poloniae 966 (The Baptism of Duke
Mieszko | and the conversion of Poland 966)............cccccevvvvviivieennniinnnnnnns 76
4.8.2. Resuscitatio Petri Per S. Stanislaum F. et M. A.D. 1074 (St. Stanislaus
raising Peter from the dead A.D. 1074)....cccooiiiiiiiiieeee e 77.
4.8.3. Benedictio Filii Henricis Crucigeri Per S. Hedwigem (Blessing by St.
Hedwig on her son Henry the Crusader)..........cccoovvviiiiiiiiieiieeiiiceeeeieeeees 78..
4.8.4. Miraculum S. Joannis Cantii Super Hydriam Fractam 1473 (Miracle of St.
Jan Kanty and the Broken Jug 1473)........uuuuuuiiuiuiieiiiiie e eeeens 79
4.8.5. Prophetia Petre Skarga S.J. de Excidio Poloniae A.D. 1605 (Jesuit Priest
Peter Skarga predicting the end of Poland in 1605)...........c..ccceviiiiiennen.. 80
4.8.6. Orare et Laborare’'EAnima Poloniae (To pray and work’EThe Spirit of
POIAN). ..o 81..
4.8.7. Vexationes Populi Poloniae A.D. 1939ES. Andreas Bobola (Harassment of
the Polish People 1939 A.D.E[Prayer for the intercession of] St. Andrew
BODal@. ... 82
4.9. Murals of the North Wall ... e 84

Page6 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




4.9.1. Prima Missa in Praesenti Territorio USA Montesinos 0.P. A.D. 1526 (First
Mass in the Territory now known as the United States A.D. 1526).......... 84

4.9.2. Martyrium Sancti Isaaci Jogues Et Sociorum in Statu Neo Eborace A.D.
1646 (Martyrdom of St Isaac Jogues and Companions in the State of New

(0] 4 G =7 AN B I KV ) SR 86
4.9.3. Sancta Catharina Tekawitha 1680 (St. Kateri TekawithdE1680).............. 38
4.9.4.  Fr. Juniperus Serra O.F.M. 1784 (Fr. Junipero Serra, O.F.M.1784)........ 89
4.9.5. Adventus Matris Seton in Emmitsburg - 1809 (The Arrival of Mother Seton

in EMmitsburg 'EL1809).......cccoiiiiiiiiiee e e e e 90..

4.9.6. Fr. L. Moczygemba, O.F.M. Conv. Fundator Panny Maryi in Texens A.D.
1854 (Fr. Leopold Moczygemba OFM Conv. founder of Panna Maria,

TEXASEA.D. 1854) ... e 91
4.9.7. Beata Francisca Cabrini A.D. 1912 (Blessed Frances Cabrini A.D. 191293
4.10. Murals in the Rear of the NaVe.............coeviiiiiiiii e 94..
4.10.1. Archbishop Michael Curley (left) ... 94
4.10.2. Pope Pius X (Fght).....ccooiiie e e 94
4.10.3.  SaN DAmiAn0 CrOSS ... .uuiiiiieeiiiiaiiiiuneneeeeeeeteeeeeeaaasnnnereereeeeeaeeaeesaeenns 95
4.10.4. St. Maximilian Maria KoIDe............oooiiiiiiiiiie e 95.
4.11. Murals in the CROIr LOt........ooiiiiiiiiee e e 96
4.11.1. St. Cecilia and St. Valerian..............uuuueiiiiieiiee e 96..
4.11.2. Cherubim... ... o7..
4.12. Stained Glass WINAOWS...........oooiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e eeeeeeees 98
4.12.1. Sacred Heart 0of JeSUS (IEft)........ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 98.
4.12.2. St CasSimIr (NGNL)......oeeeiii e e e eaaas 98
4.12.3.  St. Francis Of ASSISi (I€ft)........uuuuuuuuiiiiiiiiirieee e Q9..
4.12.4.  St. Hyacinth (Fght).....coooui e e 99
4.12.5. St. HedWig (I€ft) ...uun i eaa 100
4.12.6. St. John Kanty (FgNt).......coovriiiiiii e eee e e 100
A.12.7. St CYHleeieeeeee ettt ettt 101
4.12.8. Immaculate Heart of Mary (eft) .......ccooveeiririiiiieeeeee e 102

Page7 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




5.
6.

4.12.9. St. Stanislaus Kostka (Mght)........oouuueiiiiiiee e 102

4.12.10. St. Anthony of Padua (Ieft)............coiiiiiiiiicce e, 103
4.12.11. St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr (right)..........coeeeeeiiiiiiiiccie e 103.
4.12.12. Blessed Salomea of Cracow (Ieft)........cooveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 104
4.12.13. St. Adalbert (Fght) .......cooii e 104
4.12.14. St. MEINOGIUS. .....ooeiieeeiiiie e e e e e eeaeees 105
4.12.15. Sacristies (South, West, and North).............ccccoooiiiiiiiice e 106
4.12.16. Choir Loft (North and South) ............ccoiiiiiiiiee e, 1Q7
Inscription on the Walls of the Church ... 108
StatioNS Of the CrOSS.....coieiiiiiie e e e e e e s 113
6.1. Station 1 - Jesus is condemned to death- Jezus na smierc skazany (left)......113
6.2. Station 2 - Jesus takes the cross on his shoulders Jezus bierze krzyz na swe
(= 1 g0 F= T (T | 1 113
6.3. Station 3 - Christ's first fall - Pierwszy upadek Chrystusa (left)...................... 114.
6.4. Station 4 - Jesus' meeting with his sorrowful Mother - Spotkanie sie Jezusa z
Matka swoga bolesny (Fight) ..., 114.
6.5. Station 5 - Cyrenaeus [Simon of Cyrene] helps Christ to carry the cross
Cyreneusz pomaga dzwigac krzyz chrystusowi (Ieft)............ccccooeeiiiiiiinnnnnnnn. 115
6.6. Station 6 - St. Veronica wipes the face of Jesu&ESw. Weronika ociera twarz
JEZUSA (FMGNT) .. iiiiiiiiiii e e e e e et e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nrnnenen 115.
6.7. Station 7 - The second fall of JesusEDrugi upadek Jezusa (left).................... 116
6.8. Station 8 - Jesus meets the weeping women'EJezus spotyka niewiasty pxaczace
(0] 1 PSP UUUUPUPPPPPR 116
6.9. Station 9 - Jesus' third fall'ETrzeci upadek Jezusa (Ieft)........ccccccevviriiiiennnnnns. 117

6.10. Station 10 - Jesus is stripped of his clothesEJezus z szat obnazony (right)...117

6.1

1. Station 11 - Crucifixion of JesusE Ukrzyzowanie Jezusa (left).........c............. 118.

6.12. Station 12 - The Death of Christ the Lord'ESmierc Chryslusa Pana (right).....118

6.13. Station 13 'E[Jesus] taken down from the cross’E Zdjecie [zdjety] z krzyza (left)

Page8 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




7.

8.

6.14. Station 14 - The burial of the body of Jesus’E Zxozenie do grobu ciala Jezusa
(o ) 119
VESHDUIES ...t e e e e 120
7.1.1.  Altar for Prayers for the DeceasedENorth Vestibule (left) .................... 120

7.1.2.  Altar of our Lady of Czestochowa with St. James the Lesser and St.

Therese’ENorth Vestibule (The Little flower of Jesus) (Right)................ 120
7.1.3.  St. Anthony 'ENorth Vestibule (Ieft) ..o, 121
7.1.4.  St. FrancisESouth Vestibule (RIight)........ccoooiiiiiiieee 121
BIOGraPIES. ... e 122
8.1, ANION AIDEIS, Tl 122
8.2. St. Anne (Mother of the Virgin Mary) ..........eeeeueieiiiiiiiiiiee e eeeeeeeeee 122
8.3.  Archbishop Michael CUrIEY...........cooiiiiiiiiicee e 122
8.4, DONALEIIO ... rnana 123
8.5, St AAIDEIL........eeeeee e 124.
8.6, St AMDIOSE. .. ... e e e 124.
8.7.  St. ANArew BODOIa. ..........oouiiiiiiiie e 124
8.8. St. Anthony of Padua (patron of Padua)...........cccceoeeviiiiiieeeiiieecie e, 125
8.9, SE. AUGUSTINE. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e ettt e e ae e e s e e e b 125.
8.10. St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (St. Francesca Saverio Cabrini)..............ccccueee.... 126
8.11. St. John Cantius (St. Jan Kanty)..........ccoviviiiiiiiieeeeecce e 127
8.12. St. Casimir of Poland (Patron)..........ooooiiiiiiiiii e 127.
S 00 I J Y WA O o | - PSPPI 128
8.14. St. Cyril and St. MethOdiUS...........oooiiiiiiiiie e 128
8.15. St. Daniel (Deacon, martyr and companion of St. Prosdocimus)..................... 129
8.16. Fr. Joseph Dorniak, OFM CONV.........cioiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeees e e 129
8.17. St. Francis of Assisi (founder of the Franciscan Order)............coeeeeeeeieveeeeeeee. 130
8.18. St. Gabriel the Archangel..........oooo i e 130
8.19. Archbishop James Cardinal GIibbONS............cuuiiiii i e 131
8.20. St. Gregory the Great.........ooeuuiiiiiii et e eeeeees 131

Page9 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




0.

8.21. St. HEAWIQ Of SHESIA. .....euiiiiiiiiiiiiiiet e 132
8.22. St. Hyacinth of Poland..............coouuiiiii e 132
8.23. Immaculate Heart of Mary ... 133
8.24. St JBIOMIE....ciiiiii ettt e et eeee 133
S22 T WRIN [0 =T o o P 134
8.26. INfaNt Of PragUe..........uiiie e 134
8.27. St. Isaac Jogues and COMPANIONS........ciiieeiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeiiiie e e e e e e ereraeeeeeeeaennns 135
8.28. St. Kateri TeKAWItNA.........cooiiiiiiii e e e e e e 136
8.29. St. Louis (BiShOp Of TOUIOUSE)........ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 136
8.30. St. Maximilian Kolbe, O.F.M. CONVe....ocuiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee et 137
8.31. St MENOGIUS. ... 137.
8.32. St. Michael the Archangel.............coooiiii e e 137
8.33. DUKE MIESZKO L. e e e e e e e e e eeee e 138
8.34. Fr. Leopold Moczygemba O.F.M. CONV......uiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 138
8.35. George J. NOVIKOF ..o e 139
8.36. POPE PIUS XlL....eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit ettt e 139.
8.37. St. Prosdocimus (patron of Padua prior to St. Anthony)...........ccooevvviiiiieeeeenns 140
8.38. St. Raphael the Archangel............o i 140
8.39. Sacred HEart Of JESUS.......uuuuiiiiiii et 140
8.40. Blessed Salomea Of CraCOW. .........uuuuuiiiiiiiiea e e e e e e e eeeeeees 141
8.41. HANS SCRUIBK.......oiiiiiiiii e 141
8.42. St. JUMPEIO SEITA.....ccciiieiiiiie e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e raaaens 142
8.43. St. Elizabeth ANN SetoN........ ..o 143
B.44., Fr. Peler SKANTA. . ...ceetiiiiiiiiiiiiitie e e e ettt ettt ettt e e e eaananaae s 145
8.45. St. StaniSIauS KOSEKA.........uuuiiiiiiiiiiie e 145
8.46. St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiee e 145
8.47. Uriel the ArChangel...........o i 146

Pastors Of St. CaSIMIL............ooiiiiiiii e e e e 148

Page 10 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




9.1.

Photographs - Rev. Thomas Morys, Founder of St. Casimir's Parish,1902 (center);
Reverend Charles Kotlarz Pastor, 1902904 (bottom), and Reverend J . Dulski,
Pastor, 19041906 (TOP) ....cevvvrrruieeeeeeeieeieee e e e e eeetire e e e e e e eeana e e e e e e eeeanaaeeeeeeeees 149

9.2. Photographs - Reverend Josaphat Bok, O.F.M. Conv., Pastor, 1901020 (top);
Reverend Benedict Przemielewski, O.F.M. Conv. Pastor, 1920839 (center); and
Reverend Jacob Cholewka, O.F.M. Conv. Pasterl939-1948 (bottom) ........... 150

9.3. Reverend Aloysius Sobus, O.F.M. Conv., Pastor, 194861 (top left) ; Reverend
Ernest Wieprecht, O.F.M. Conv., Pastor, 1961963 (top right); Reverend Modest
Darwaszewski, O.F.M. Conv., Pastor, 1968966 (lower left); Reverend Joseph
Piasta, O.F.M. Conv., Pastor, 1967973 (lower right); Reverend Gerald Kedziora,
O.F.M. Conv., Pastor, 1973(CENLEI).......ccciverrriiiee et e e e e eena s 151

10.  Overview of Church Design and FUrnishingsS................eueeeiiinnaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 152

IO T o =Y o = S 152

10.2. OFIENTALION ...ttt a e e e e e e e e e e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 152

10.3. Vestibule or Narthex (Gathering SPace).........ccccoeeeveriiiiiiiieeeeeeeeees 153

L10.4. HOIY WaALET ......eeiii et e e e e e e e e e e e et ae e e e e e eesaaaeeeaeaeees 153

O R T N = 1Y PPN 154

10.6. CRANCEL.........ooi e e 155

JO.7. SANCIUAIY........uuiiieeeieeee e e e e e e e e e e e erna e e e eeeees 155

O JRC T Of U (o1 | ) PP 155

O JR TR N  - |UPPPPPPPUPURRRRRR 156

10.10.Bread and Wine’'EThe Real Presence of ChriSt..............uvvviiiiiiiiieiiiiiiineeenn, 156

10.11.S8CIEA VESSEIS..... .ot e e e e e e e e 157

10.11.0. CRAlCE. ... 157.
10.11.2. CIDOMUM L.ttt et e e e e e e et et ettt e et e e e e e snnnnnnnnaeeas 157
O 0t O B = T o PRSPPI 157
Ot S Y G UPN 158
10.11.5. MONSITANCE. ....ceiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e 158

10.12.TADEIMNACIE. .. ... e et e e 158

10.13.TabErNACIE LAMP.....cooiiiiii ettt e e e e e e 159

O T YA | OSSP 160

Page11 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




10.14. 1. Ol OF TG SICK .. 160

10.14.2. Oil of the CateChUMENS........coiiiiiiiiiii e 160
10.14.3. Holy ChriSmM Oll.....cooiiieeeeeeeee e e e e eeee e 160
IO ST 0 o o TS 161
10.16.BaptiSmMal FONL.......ciii i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s 162
10.17.Paschal Candle...............uueeieiii e 162
10.18.CONFESSIONAIS .....ceiiiieiiiiiii ettt e e e 163
10.19.StatioNS Of the CrOSS......euiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e e e e e e e et et e e e e nnnnnnnaanas 164
10.20. Liturgical Seasons and COlOrS.............cccoiiiiiiiieieiieeeeee e 164.
10.20.0. AQVENT ... .o 165.
10.20.2. CRIFSIMAS ... ..ueiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s nanees 165
10.20.3. OrdiNary TiME.........oeiiiiieeieiiiiieee e e e e e e e e e e r e e e e e eeaeeeeaeaans 166
10.20.4. LNt ..o et ara s 166
10.20.5. The HOly THAUUM ... s 167
10.20.6. EASIE........cooiiiiiiiiiiie e 167.
L, SUPPOIT e e 168

Page12 of 168 Rev. 119-2024




1. History of St. Casimir Catholic Church

1.1. Polish Immigration (1870-1917)

The history of St. Casimir Catholic Church begins with the Polish massmmigration to
Baltimore as many of them were fleeing the Franco-Prussian War.In 1868, a group of
Polish political exiles embarked from the port city, Bremen, Germany, and landed in
Baltimore at the Broadway pier in the proximity of Canton. Coincidentally, the transport
ship that carried these future Casimirites on its maiden voyage was called "Baltimore." It
sailed under the auspices of the North German Lloyd SteamshipCompany.

The first Polish immigrants to Baltimore settled in the Fell's Point neighborhood . In 1880,
a secular priest, Rev. Peter Koncz, a refugee froniRussia, started a little Polish parish and
named it St. Stanislaus Kostka, after a young Polishlesuit Novice of noble birth. At first,

all the services were conducted in a private houselocated on the south-west corner of

Bond and Fleet Streets.On September 29, 1889 the cornerstone was laid for the new

church at 700 S. Ann Street

Polish immigrants were often unskilled workers who were hired to work as stevedores on
the docks or in the canneries that lined the waterfront. The majority of Polish immigrants
were Roman Catholics. By 1893, the Polish population was starting to become tle
backbone of Baltimore's laboring class. More than 1,500 Polish immigrants were arriving
in Baltimore annually and by 1893 there were 23,000 PolishAmericans living in the city.

Sources: History of Poles in Baltimore (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of Poles
in_Baltimore#21st_century;Hi st ory of St GoldéreJshilemBaolgl952P ar i s

1.2. Establishment of St. Casimir Catholic Parish (1902.923)

The Parish of St.Casimirwas formed from the parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka. Its founder
was Fr. Tenasz Morys, pastor of St. Stanislas. The reason for the founding of the new
parish was the excessive distance for the Poles living in the Cantordistrict but belonging
to St. Stanislaw's. At their request, Fr. Morysas early as 1900, made efforts to purchase a
suitable location for a new church and school, Finally, in April of 1902 he bought from
the Canton Company the space of one block between Kenwood and Lakewood Streets,
bounded on both sides by O*Donnell Street. The size of the lot was 60 feet in width, 330
feet in length.
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Construction of the new church proceeded quickly, so that on November 9, 1902, James
Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore dedicated the new church and St. Casimir
Parish canonically erected as a mission of St. Stanisi& Kostka Parish. The building was
two stories tall and made of brick; on the lower floor were located five classrooms, on the
second a spacious church with 750 seats, besides the choirThe construction costs of the

new church amounted to more than $35,000. Kolbe Hall, the red brick building which

stands behind the current St. Casimir Church at the intersection of Lakewood Avenue and
OéDonnel | S is first €lturch buildirsg. Thehbuilding now serves as a school
gymnasium, cafeteria and parish meeting space.

In that same year Fr. Morys bought land for a rectory and a convent for the FelicianSisters
on the corner of O Bonnell and Binney Streets. Classes in the school were begun atthe
start of 1903, under the direction of the sisters who staffed the new school until 1921,
when the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph assumed responsibility

In 1904, St. Casimir became an independent parishand Fr. Kotlarz was named its first
pastor.

In June 1906, Cardinal Gibbons entrusted the care of the two Polish parishes of St.
Stanislaus Kostka and St. Casimir to the newly formed PolishAmerican Province of St.
Anthony of Padua of the Order of the Franciscan Fathers. Today, St. Casimir is under the
pastoral care of Our Lady of the Angels Province of theOr der of FrQFMcr)s M
Conv. in Ellicott City.

At the end of 1906, the state of the parish was as follows, 280 families belonged to the
parish, The school was attended by 130 boys and 150 girls, a total of 280 students,The
income in 1906 was $6,436.33, expenditures were $§64.40. The parish debt was
$34,844.00.

1.3. Planning and Construction of the New Church (1913-1926)

Almost as soon as it was completed, the congregation outgrew the original church
building. In 1913 it was decided to undertake the building of a new church. A committee

was formed, whose task was to collect offerings from the parishioners for the new church,

The committee was composed of the following parishioners: W, Karwacki, A. Ratajczak, K,
Sobczak. F, Wegner, L. Karczewski, K. Piekarski, P. Ciesla, A. Jaworski, J. Jaworski, M.
Bolewicki, M, Michalak, A. Paszka, J. Oles, s. Radecki, J. Czarski, w.wBeynski, s.
Cholewinski, F. Zygaj, J, Debek, P, Regula, W, Strugala, K. Sibistowicz, F, Lukaszewski, A.
Kocent, J, Brzozowski, and Jan Markiewicz. This committee, after truly strenuous and often
very unpleasant efforts, succeeded in collecting $1,102.35From the parishioners' pledges,
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from collections of the parish Guilds and Societies, and from other sources came
$12,781.16, for a total of $13,883.51. This sum, together with the surplus from the year
1913, was used to pay against the parish debt, lowering it to $3,880,04.

At the beginning of 1914, Fr. J6zafat began to work up, with architect B. Wozny, sketches
and cost-estimates for the new church. Unfortunately, World War | put an end to his
efforts due to increased prices of materials and labor and it was decided to postpone
efforts to build a new church until after the war. The war, however, lasted longer than had
been expected, and the post-war period proved to be even less suitable for the

beginning of construction.

In September of 1920, Fr. Benedykt Przemiadwski, a former assistant pastor at St,
Stanislaus Kostka, was appointed pastor.

At the beginning of 1921, there were 744 children in the parish school, containedin seven
classrooms, five under the church and two in houses on Kenwood Ave. More than a
hundred children were in each classroom, the conditions were truly intolerable, for the
Sisters as well as for the children So, plans for building a new church were put on hold
for the time being.

In February 1921 another house on Kenwood Ave, was purchased, next tothe three
previously purchased by the late Fr. Jzafat and in May of the same year began the work
of remodeling these houses into classrooms. In August the work was finished, at a cost of
$22, 000, and the new schoolyear was begun in the new comfortable classrooms. At the
same time the directorship of the parish school was assumed by the Reverend Franciscan
Sisters.Today those remodeled row homes serve as the St. Joseph Cupertino Center in
which can be found the beautiful St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel where daily Mass is
celebrated.

Next, Fr.Przemielewskiaddressed the need of enlarging the home of the teaching Sisters.

For this purpose, two houses, next to the ones the Sistersalready occupiedon Oé Donnel |
Street, were bought. These houses were modified and an additional new section built,

thus creating a spacious, comfortable convent of 26 individual cells, as well as other
rooms, The Sisters'- convent was finished in Januar{924 at a cost of $29,829.30

Having dealt with the indispensable needs of the parish, such as the school and the nuns'
convent, the parish began its efforts to build a church anew. First, however, it was
necessary to try to enlarge the area for the new church, because the area designé&d for
that purpose was 225 feet long, but only 60 feet wide. By the efforts, however, of former
Senator William Curran and parishioner and city librarian, J. Slowik, the St. Casimir Parish
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purchased from the Canton Company for a nominal sum five feet of sidewalk on either
side of O'Donnell Street, increasing the width of the lot to 70 feet .

In April 1924, FatherPrzemielewskicalled on the Baltimore Architectural Firm of Lamdin
Palmer, & Willis to draw up plans for such a church. The working up of sketches and cost
estimates took a long time because, for this project, they wanted to attain the best
possible results, both artistically and materially. Not until January of 1925 were the plans
presented to his Excellency, Archbishop Michael Curley,who approved them. Eight
months later, what Fr. Przemielewskitermed, "a temple worthy of God" the new Saint
Casimir Church began construction. The original plans for the church were to have 1300
seats,as well as a choir, Beneath the church was planned a spacious hall of 120Geats,
with modern décor.

The first proposals for the new church's construction exceeded $400,000,without any
interior decorations. So as notto waste the plans, it was decided to lower the church by
two feet, and at the same time put off the decoration of the hall under the church . In this
way the construction costs were lowered by $50,000, The contract for theconstruction of
the new church was awarded to the firm of L. L, Chambers]nc., at a total of $349,165.46.

On August 30, 1925, the Very Reverend Justin Figas, the Provincial of thEranciscan Friars
of Saint Anthony Province, formally blessed the lot on which the church was to stand in a
special ceremony. On the following day, the digging of the foundation was begun, the
work went swiftly, so that by the beginning of April 1926, the interior iron framework,
including the belltowers, was finished, the cement floors had been laid, and the brick wall
was finished up to floor-level,

On Sunday, April 11, 1926, the solemn consecration and bless of the cornerstone was
performed by His Eminence the Archbishop Michael J, Curley, attended by numerous
clergy, church confraternities and guilds from all three Polish parishes in Baltimore, and a
crowd of thousands of Poles, Construction proceeded quickly, so that by the end of
August the church had been roofed.

On August 22, 1926,the statue of St. Franciswas consecrated and, a month later, that of
St, Anthony,

On October 24, 1926,the new bells were consecrateld. They were donated by parishioners
Waclaw and Maryanne Judzientowicz and Janand Maryanne Debek. The bells were
named in honor of their donors, the large bell given the name of St. Waclaw, the medium
one that of St. John.
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On Sunday, December19, 1926, the last regular parish services inthe old church were
held. The services were rather sad and subdued, for,although we were moving to- a
magnificent new church, parishioners were nonethelesssorry to leave the old one forever.

The first services in the new church began with Christmas Midnight Mass on December
24, 1926. The church, although spacious, was packed with the faithful, It is estimatedthat
more than three thousand took part in that first service, The mood was solemn and formal.
Right at midnight, the Mass began. The pastor, together with his assistants, FrsSzczepan
and Wladyslaw, took the baby Jesus in hisarms and intoned the welcome song, " W Dobie
lely, ktoz, pobiely, kolendowac malemu Jezusowi Chrystusowi, D& do nas zeslanemu?
Pastuszkowie przybywajcie, Jemu wdziecznie prygrywaycie, Jako Panu naszemiu
Thousands of voices took up the song, and the singing resounded, joyful, powerful,
shaking the walls of the enormous temple of the Lord. The procession began, For the first
time the Infant Jesus was carried around Hisnew temple, and the faithful, with tears of
joy in their eyes and touching songs in their mouths, greeted the Newborn Child.

* These are the first lines of a popular Polish carol, whichis roughly translated as: "He lies
in the manger; who comes hurrying, singing carols to the little Jesus Christ, sent down to
us today? Come, shepherds, sing along to Him gratefully, to Our Lord."

At the beginning of February 1927, the new pews and stained-glass windows arrived and
were installed, just in time for the opening of a two-week parish mission at which
thousands of people gathered for the services and sermons, as well asfor the Blessed
Sacraments

On Sunday, April 3, 1927, in the twenty-f i ft h year of t htlesqgeem i s h ¢
consecration of the new church by His Eminence, the Archbishop Michael J, Curley took
place.

At that time there were about five thousand souls in St. CasimirParishand 933 children
attending the parish school. In the previous year there were 170 baptisms, 53 funerals for
older people, and 20 funerals for children. There were in the parish the following Guilds
and Societies: The Brotherhood of the Knights of St. Michael, the Brotherhoodof St. Jacek,
the Brotherhood of the Cadets of St. Kazimierz, two Groups of the Union P. R. K., two
Groups -of the Brotherhood of the Holy Family, the Society of the Holy Rosary, of the Most
Sweet Heart of Jesus, of the MostSacred Sacrament; the Third Order of St. Francis, the
Confraternity of Young Women, the Confraternity of the Children of Mary, and the
Confraternity of the Choir of St. Cecilia. The number of people in all the confraternities
and societies exceeded 1200 members. The parish debt was about $250,000.
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1.4. Architectural Design of the New Church

The new Saint Casimir Church was erected in the early fifteenth century Renaissance style.
It displayed the profound knowledge of Father Benedict in this field. In addition to St.
Casimir, he designed the Saint Joseph Cupertino Novitiate in Ellicott City, which is now
known as the Shrine of St. Anthony.

The Church'swas designed to be fire resistant. The exterior of the church is made of
Indiana limestone and the interior is made of iron and brick covered by plaster. The church
is 225 feet long, 70 feet wide and had a seating capacity of one thousand four hundred,
thereby making it one of the largest churches in the eastern United States at that time.

The fagade is 80 feet from base to gable.The twin bell towers with their gleaming gold
domes, contain 23.5 karat gold gilding, stand 110 feet high. They were to dominate the
entire structure by directing the gaze of passers by heavenward.

In the niche of each tower are statues, which stand 9 feet high, one of Saint Francis of
Assisi and the other Saint Anthony of Padua. Each statue is nine feet high and weighs
three tons. The statues were donated by the Women's Parish Guilds and were sculptured
by one of the most famous artists in America, Hans Schuler Originally, their models were

placed in the side altars but now can be found at the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City,

Maryland, home of Our Lady of the Angels Province of the Order of Friars Minor

Conventual (OFM Conv.)

The church, large as it is, has no supporting pillars in its interior. so that a view of the altars

is visible from any part of the church. Instead, the exterior walls contain giant piles that

were driven deep into the ground to give the walls the strength to support the roof. The

new church was constructed with an outside
structure which contains the sanctuary and sacristies.

Also, novel for its day was the heating system, as radiators cannot be located. Grills were
built to conceal the agencies of heating.

The cost of the new church wasoriginally set at $349,165and stood at more than $390,000
in 1927. A main altar, an altar rail, a new pulpit and other decorative improvements were

to be made. It was estimated that the church when completed would cost $500,000.

The new St. Casimir Church was designated as the most significant architectural
improvement to Baltimore in 1926.
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In 1927, the Parish celebratedits Silver Jubilee.

1.5. Further Expansion of the Parish(1930-1975)

The 1930és saw the interior decoration of
expansion of St. Casimir Parish, to approximately 5,300 members.

In 1934, a factory situated on Kenwood Avenueand O'Donnell Street was purchased and
reconstructed to serve as a school and gymnasium. Theclassrooms located in the lower
parish hall (the original church and now Kolbe Center) were then transferred into this new
school building.

In 1937, Father Przemielewski placed an order with afirm in Italy for an exact replica of
the altar designed by the famous artist Donatello for the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua.
This altar was especially designedto enhance the beauty of the "Pieta," a masterpiece
executed in bronze. The top and center of the altar is adorned by a likeness of a huge
bronze crucifix beneath which stands the Blessed Virgin.Six bronze statues are placed on
the sides: St. FrancisSt. Anthony, St. Stephen, St. Casimir, SBrosedocimus. and St. Louis,
Bishop. Two large bronze plaques,inserted in the lower part of the altar, represent
miracles from the life of St. Anthony. The completed altar cost $20,000.

In 1939, a new pastor, Father James Cholewkaucceeded Father Benedict. Father James
was faced with a tremendous parish debt. Nevertheless, he decidedto have the interior
of the church redecorated. Artistically, plans were sketched to cover the vacantspaces
with characteristically significant murals: the main plafond (ceiling mural) representing the
triumph of the Franciscan Order, the right-side paintings representing the history of the
Roman Catholic Churchin the United States, and the left side representing the history of
the Roman Catholic Church in Poland.One of the murals on the choir represents St. Cecilia
and the Angels, copied from paintings by the great master Michaelangelo. The cost of
this work was enormous, but with the help of his generous parishioners, Father James
liquidated all parish debts. Also, during Father James' administration, the rectory and
Sisters' convent were renovated and all buildings were now equipped with oil burners.
The parish nownumbered 5,070 souls and 892 children atended the school.

In 1948, Father Aloysius Sobus was appointed the seventh pastoin August 1948. During
Father Aloysius' administration, the church hall was redecorated in preparation for the
Golden Jubilee and the school was also repainted. A moreefficient public address system
was installed in church and cushioned kneelers in both the church and Sisters' convent
were also installed. Although the parish was operating on a sound basis, Father Aloysius
was faced with the "Canton" section of the city undergoing a change. Some of his
parishioners were moving to the suburbs.
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In 1952, the Parish celebrated its Golden Jubilee, and the City of Baltimore began to
replace the gas lamps which dimly lit the neighborhood around St. Casimir with new
electric street lights.

By the early 1950s, it had become apparent that the existing schoolbuildings had served
their purpose and that new facilities in line with modern standards were required.
Therefore, plans weredrawn to build a new school. Generous contributions poured in,
and a new schoolwas built across Kenwood Ave from the Church and wasblessed by the
late Archbishop Keough in 1955.

In 1965, the parish constructed the present Friary and a new meeting room (now St.
Anthony Halllat t he northwest corner of Keédaolomwingd AV
the construction of the rectory and meeting room, the interior of the church's side walls
were redecorated and the entire floor of the church, excluding the sanctuary, was
carpeted.

In 1967, following Vatican Il, Masses were being celebrated in English and LatinThe parish
obtained a beautiful portable altar to match the furnishings of the sanctuary. The first
parish council was formed for the purpose of giving the laity a collegial voice in parish
affairs. The Parish Hall (the original Church and now the Kolbe Center) and the Convent
were renovated.

During 1977-1978, the Parish celebrated its Diamond Jubilee.

1.6. Consolidation and Merger (1975 to Presen)

In 1975 the merger of St. Casimir School, St. Stanislaus School, and St. Leo School formed
Fr. Maximilian Kolbe School. In 1997, Fr. KolbéSchool became part of the Southeast
Baltimore Catholic Academy. On July 1, 2008, St. Casimir reestablished Father Kolbe
School as a parish school and restored its original name of St. Casimir School.

Also in 1975, the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland, and the Federal Government were
planning to extend the Jones Fall Expressway (B3) as a sixlane highway running from

the Inner Harbor through Little Italy, Fells Point, Canton, and connecting with I-95 in the

vicinity of OéDonnell Street. Strong opposi
including St. Casimir, successfully blocked the extension and preserved these historic
neighborhoods.
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In 1997, the Archdiocese of Baltimore twinned St. Casimir Parish with St. Stanislaus Kostka
Parish under one pastoral staff. Three years later, the Archdiocese closed St. Stanislaus
Parish.

In 1999, the parish began a five year plan to renovate the parish buildings. The first phase
involved repair of the masonry work of the church, installation of pigeon deterrents,
lightning protection and the regilding of the domes on top of the belltowers. It two weeks

to apply the thin layer of 23.5-carat gold, which cost $9,000 and was specially made in
Florence, Italy, which completed in 2002.

In 2000, the vacant and dilapidated remnants of the first parish school at the corner of
OéDonnel | Street and Kenwood were compl etel
Cupertino Center. The Cupertino Center housed the new St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel,
parish meeting rooms, and space for after school programs and parish activities. The new

chapel contains the stained-glass windows, altar and tabernacle from the old St. Casimir
convent, as wel |l as the cel thé mahertparsh of ta i r
Casimir. The tin ceiling in the entryway is from the original St. Casimir Church (now Kolbe

Hall). The dedication Mass was held on December 17, 2000. Former parisioners of St.
Stanislaus, that closed earlier that year, also took part in the celebration.

In 2002, the parish celebrated the centennial of its establishment with numerous festivities
and a special Mass. The parish was home to 625 families and the Father Kolbe School
served 158 students.

In 2004, the row homes that formed the convent along west-bound OéDonnel |
adjacent to St. Ant hony Hal |, were sold to
Foundation as residences for families whose children were undergoing treatments for
cancer and other diseases at Johns Hopkins Hospital. Today, they have been converted

back into private homes.

In the mid-2000s an ambitious restoration project began. In phase 1, the stained-glass
windows in St. Casimir Church were removed and sent to Higgins & Associates restoration
company in Front Royal, Va. where theywere reinforced, cleaned, retouched, then
reinstalled about a month later. In phase 2, the interior of the church was repainted, he
murals on the ceiling were cleaned. Inphase 3, all 88 of the 21-foot-long pews were
stripped and refinished.

In 2017, the Parishes of St. Casimir, St. Brigid (at 911 S. Ellwood Ave) and St. Elizabeth of

Hungary (2700 E. Baltimore Street) were formed as a pastorate. In February 201%5t.
Brigid Churchwas closed. In September 2024, St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church was closed.
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Today, St. Casimir Churchis the anchor for the renewal of the Catholic Church in the
Canton and Patterson Park neighborhoods.

Sources:

1 A Brief History of St. Casimir Church by Fr. Timothy Kulbicki, O.F.M. Conv.
(https://stcasimir.org/about -us/history/)

T An OQutline of the History of St. Kazi
Benedykt Przemielewski, O.M.C., (1:20-1927) translated by W. Fred Hoffman
(1980) from the Silver Jubilee Program for the Parish of St. Casimir, Baltimore,
Maryland - 1902-1927

1 Maryland Historical Trust Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form (12-10-
2007)_(http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/pdfs/R0004_AMP_S32A_B33_F024.pjlf

1 Lamdin, Palmer and Willis
(https://www.palmerandlamdin.com/search/label/Churches)

1 Golden Jubilee History of St. Casimir Parish (1952)

91 Diamond Jubilee History of St. Casimir Parish (197Y
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2. Historical Photographs

2.1. Original Church (Now Kolbe Hall) with New Church in Background (Circa 1927)

J

STARY KOSCIOL | SZKOLA SW. KAZIMIERZA W BALTIMORE, MD
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2.2.

2.3.

Interior of Old Church (circa 1927)

SALA PARAFIALNA

Site of Construction for New Church (Circa 1925)

PLAC POD NOWY K0OSCiOL
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2.4.

Iron Framework of New Church (Circa 1926)
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2.5.

Completion of the Belltowers (Circa 1926)

UMIESZCZENIE STATUY £W. FRANCISZKA NA WIEZY
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2.6. Interior View from Narthex to Sanctuary (circa 1927)

2.7. Interior View from Sanctuary to Choir (circa 1927)

WNETRZE KOSCIOLA Z WIDOKIEM NA CHOR
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2.9.

= o
WIDOK NA PREZBITERJUM

Left and Right Sides of Sanctuary (circa 1927)

BOCZNE OLTARZE—{Statog $w. Franciska Rzef|

BOCZKE OLTARZE—(Statue éw. Antoniege Reetbil, Hane Schuler
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2.10. Narthex (circa 1927)

KRUCHTA Z WIDOKIEM NA KAPLICE MATKI BOSKIE]

2.11. Chapel of the Virgin Mary of Good Counsel - Original Baptistry (circa 1927)

KAPLICA MATKI BOSKIE] DOBRE)J RADY
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2.12. Dedication Mass (April 2, 1927)
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2.13. Baltimore Award for Architectural Significance
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2.14. St. Casimir School AnnexaOé Donnel | an dNow Cuplrina @eater d

(Circa 1927)

SZEKOLA FARAFIALNA

2.15. St. Casimir Rectory (circa 1934)

$t. Casimir Rectory, Baltimore, Md.
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2.16. St. Casimir School (circa 1934)

S$t. Casimir School, Baltimore, Md.

2.17. St. Casimir School and Gymnasiun(1952)
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2.18. Altar (Christmas 1977)
!
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2.19. St. Casimir Parish Festival Baltimore Sun (6-13-1998)
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3.1.

3. Current Photographs

St. CasimirMain Facade(fronting Kenwood Avenue)
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3.2.

Models for the Statues of St. Francis and St. Anthony of Padua a6t. Casimir-
Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City.
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3.3.

St. Casimir Bell Tower
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St. Casimir Aerial View (looking southwest towards Locust Point)

3.4.
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St. Anthony Hall (north side of west-bound Oé Donnel |
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3.6. Kolbe Hall & Original Church Building (from Lakewood Avenue) (left)

3.7. Kolbe Hall Main Entrance(we st bound Oé D omnorth kide of €hurcle) e t
(right)
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3.8.

3.9.

Friary( we st si
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312. St. Casimirés School Main Entrance {east
andwestbound OéDonnell Street)
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4.1.

4. Artistic Tour of St. CasimirChurch

Sanctuary and Nave

4.1.1.

View from Choir Loft towards Sanctuary
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4.1.2.

View from Sanctuary to Choir Loft
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4.2. The Main Altar

The main (or high) altar in the sanctuary at the west end of the church is a modified
reproduction of the main altar of the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua, Italy (created in
1895). The altar is constructed of black, gold and yellow imported Tuscan marble (black
and gold Tarni and yellow Luman from Italy, and Vitrolelis from France) on which are
composed a series of bronze statues and panelscopied from the 15th century Florentine
artist Donatello.

The story of the erection of the main altar is in itself a minor miracle. Fr. Benedict
Przemielewskiconstantly dreamed of building this sacred but costly sacred work of art.
Fr. Benedict kept a picture postcard reminder of it at his desk. It was not until 1927 that
the force of many unsolicited donations made him realize that the dream was a possibility.

The altar was erected in St. Casimir's Church inAugust 1939. The "weighty job¢ of
assembling the components was handled by the Tomasi family of Florence, Italy.The altar
is composed of 15 tons of marble quarried in Italy and shipped in two -ton blocks. Each of
the principal statues weighs 400 pounds of cast bronze, with the life-sized crucifixion
scene weighing 800 pounds.

Dominating above the high altar is a life-size bronze crucifix, while at the base of the cross
is a stylized Pietawhere Mary, the enthroned Queen of Heaven, offers the Christ Child for
adoration. On the reverse is a basrelief of Adam and Eve at the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil in the Garden of Eden. This composition symbolizes the sacrifice of Christ,
the New Adam, with the cooperation in grace of Mary, the Mother of God and the New

Eve, wiping away the original sin of the Old Adam and Eve.

Flanking the Pieta on both sides are six castbronze representations (left to right) of:
St. Louis, Bishop of Toulouse (Franciscan)

St. Francis of Assisi (founder of the Franciscan Order)

St. Anthony of Padua (patron of Padua)

Deacon St. Daniel (martyr and companion of St. Prosdocimus) and
St. Prosdocimus (patron of Padua prior to St. Anthony)

= =4 4 8 -8 9

Here, St. Casimir replaces St. Justina, an early virgin and martyr of Padua, found in the
original in Padua.
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4.2.1. Pieta and Crucifix (with St. Francis on the left and St. Anthony of Padua
on the right)
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4.2.2. Bas Relief of Adam and Eve and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil
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St. Louisa Bishop of Toulouse (left)

4.2.3.

St. Casimir (right)

424,
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4.2.5.

4.2.6.

St. Francis of Assis{left)

St. Anthony of Padua (right)
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4.2.7.

4.2.8.

St. Daniel of Paduad Deacon and Martyr

St. Prosdocimus of Paduaé Bishop and Martyr
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