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1. Welcome 
 

Welcome to all!  We hope you enjoy this guide to the history and art of our beautiful and 

historic St. Casimir Catholic Church at Canton in Baltimore, Maryland.  St. Casimir is Roman 

Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Baltimore under the care of the Conventual 

Franciscans.  We invite you to join us for worship and fellowship.   There is a wonderful 

renewal and rebirth taking place here in our Canton and Patterson Park neighborhoods 

through the powerful presence of Jesus Christ, who promised to be present whenever we 

gather in His name.  Whether you are here for a short visit or make your home here, we 

look forward to your visit and growing in faith with you.  
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1. History of St. Casimir Catholic Church 

1.1. Polish Immigration  (1870-1917) 

The history of St. Casimir Catholic Church begins with the Polish mass immigration to 

Baltimore as many of them were fleeing the Franco-Prussian War. In 1868, a group of 

Polish political exiles embarked from the port city, Bremen, Germany, and landed in 

Baltimore at the Broadway pier in the proximity of Canton. Coincidentally, the transport 

ship that carried these future Casimirites on its maiden voyage was called "Baltimore." It 

sailed under the auspices of the North German Lloyd Steamship Company. 

 

The first Polish immigrants to Baltimore settled in the Fell's Point neighborhood .  In 1880, 

a secular priest, Rev. Peter Koncz, a refugee from Russia, started a little Polish parish and 

named it St. Stanislaus Kostka, after a young Polish Jesuit Novice of noble birth. At first, 

all the services were conducted in a private house located on the south -west corner of 

Bond and Fleet Streets. On September 29, 1889, the cornerstone was laid for the new 

church at 700 S. Ann Street.   

 

Polish immigrants were often unskilled workers who were hired to work as stevedores on 

the docks or in the canneries that lined the waterfront. The majority of Polish immigrants 

were Roman Catholics. By 1893, the Polish population was starting to become the 

backbone of Baltimore's laboring class. More than 1,500 Polish immigrants were arriving 

in Baltimore annually and by 1893 there were 23,000 Polish-Americans living in the city. 

 

Sources:  History of Poles in Baltimore (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_ Poles 

_in_Baltimore#21st_century); History of St. Casimirés Parish Golden Jubilee Book (1952).  

1.2. Establishment of St. Casimir Catholic Parish (1902-1923) 

 

The Parish of St. Casimir was formed from the parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka. Its founder 

was Fr. Tomasz Morys, pastor of St. Stanislaus. The reason for the founding of the new 

parish was the excessive distance for the Poles living in the Canton district but belonging 

to St. Stanislaw's. At their request, Fr. Morys, as early as 1900, made efforts to purchase a 

suitable location for a new church and school, Finally, in April of 1902, he bought from 

the Canton Company the space of one block between Kenwood and Lakewood Streets, 

bounded on both sides by O*Donnell Street. The size of the lot was 60 feet in width, 330 

feet in length.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_%20Poles%20_in_Baltimore#21st_century
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_%20Poles%20_in_Baltimore#21st_century
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Construction of the new church proceeded quickly, so that on November 9, 1902, James 

Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore dedicated the new church and St. Casimir 

Parish canonically erected as a mission of St. Stanislaw Kostka Parish.  The building was 

two stories tall and made of brick; on the lower floor were located five  classrooms, on the 

second a spacious church with 750 seats, besides the choir. The construction costs of the 

new church amounted to more than $3 5,000. Kolbe Hall, the red brick building which 

stands behind the current St. Casimir Church at the intersection of Lakewood Avenue and 

OéDonnell Street, was this first church building. The building now serves as a school 

gymnasium, cafeteria and parish meeting space.  

In that same year Fr. Morys bought land for a rectory and a convent for the Felician Sisters 

on the corner of OéDonnell and Binney Streets. Classes in the school were begun at the 

start of 1903, under the direction of the sisters who staffed the new school until 1921, 

when the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph assumed responsibility. 

 

In 1904, St. Casimir became an independent parish and Fr. Kotlarz was named its first 

pastor.   

 

In June 1906, Cardinal Gibbons entrusted the care of the two Polish parishes of St.  

Stanislaus Kostka and St. Casimir to the newly formed Polish-American Province of St. 

Anthony of Padua of the Order of the Franciscan Fathers.  Today, St. Casimir is under the 

pastoral care of Our Lady of the Angels Province of the Order of Friars Minor (æOFMç) 

Conv. in Ellicott City. 

 

At the end of 1906, the state of the parish was as follows, 280 families belonged to the 

parish, The school was attended by 130 boys and 150 girls, a total of 280 students, The 

income in 1906 was $6,436.33, expenditures were $6,764.40. The parish debt was 

$34,844.00. 

 

1.3. Planning and Construction of the New Church (1913-1926) 

Almost as soon as it was completed, the congregation outgrew the original church 

building.   In 1913 it was decided to undertake the building of a new church. A committee 

was formed, whose task was to collect offerings from the parishioners for the new church, 

The committee was composed of the following parishioners: W, Karwacki, A. Ratajczak, K, 

Sobczak. F, Wegner, L. Karczewski, K. Piekarski, P. Ciesla, A. Jaworski, J. Jaworski, M. 

Bolewicki, M, Michalak, A. Paszka, J. Oles, s. Radecki, J. Czarski, w. Brywczynski, s. 

Cholewinski, F. Zygaj, J, Debek, P, Regula, W, Strugala, K. Sibistowicz, F, Lukaszewski, A. 

Kocent, J, Brzozowski, and Jan Markiewicz. This committee, after truly strenuous and often 

very unpleasant efforts, succeeded in collecting $1,102.35. From the parishioners' pledges, 
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from collections of the parish Guilds and Societies, and from other sources came 

$12,781.16, for a total of $13,883.51. This sum, together with the surplus from the year 

1913, was used to pay against the parish debt, lowering it to $3,880,04.  

 

At the beginning of 1914, Fr. Józafat began to work up, with architect B. Wozny, sketches 

and cost-estimates for the new church. Unfortunately, World War I put an end to his 

efforts due to increased prices of materials and labor and it was decided to postpone 

efforts to build a new church until after the war. The war, however, lasted longer than had 

been expected, and the post-war period proved to be even less suitable for the 

beginning of construction.  

 

In September of 1920, Fr. Benedykt Przemielewski, a former assistant pastor at St, 

Stanislaus Kostka, was appointed pastor. 

 

At the beginning of 1921 , there were 744 children in the parish school, contained in seven 

classrooms, five under the church and two in houses on Kenwood Ave.  More than a 

hundred children were in each classroom, the conditions were truly intolerable, for the 

Sisters as well as for the children.  So, plans for building a new church were put on hold 

for the time being.  

 

In February 1921 another house on Kenwood Ave, was purchased, next to the three 

previously purchased by the late Fr. Józafat and in May of the same year began the work 

of remodeling these houses into classrooms. In August the work was finished, at a cost of 

$22, 000, and the new school year was begun in the new comfortable classrooms. At the 

same time the directorship of the parish school was assumed by the Reverend Franciscan 

Sisters. Today those remodeled row homes serve as the St. Joseph Cupertino Center in 

which can be found the beautiful St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel where daily Mass is 

celebrated. 

 

Next, Fr. Przemielewski addressed the need of enlarging the home of the teaching Sisters. 

For this purpose, two houses, next to the ones the Sisters already occupied on OéDonnell 

Street, were bought. These houses were modified and an additional new section built, 

thus creating a spacious, comfortable convent of 26 individual cells, as well as other 

rooms, The Sisters'· convent was finished in January 1924 at a cost of $29,829.30. 

 

Having dealt with the indispensable needs of the parish, such as the school and the nuns' 

convent, the parish began its efforts to build a church anew. First, however, it was 

necessary to try to enlarge the area for the new church, because the area designated for 

that purpose was 225 feet long, but only 60 feet wide. By the efforts, however, of former 

Senator William Curran and parishioner and city librarian, J. Slowik, the St. Casimir Parish 
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purchased from the Canton Company for a nominal sum five feet of sidewalk on either 

side of O'Donnell Street, increasing the width of the lot to 70 feet . 

 

In April 1924, Father Przemielewski called on the Baltimore Architectural Firm of Lamdin, 

Palmer, & Willis to draw up plans for such a church.  The working up of sketches and cost-

estimates took a long time because, for this project , they wanted to attain the best 

possible results, both artistically and materially. Not until January of 1925 were the plans 

presented to his Excellency, Archbishop Michael Curley, who approved them . Eight 

months later, what Fr. Przemielewski termed, "a temple worthy of God" the new Saint 

Casimir Church began construction. The original plans for the  church were to have 1300 

seats, as well as a choir, Beneath the church was planned a spacious hall of 1200 seats, 

with modern décor. 

 

The first proposals for the new church's construction exceeded $400,000, without any 

interior decorations . So as not to waste the plans, it was decided to lower the church by 

two feet, and at the same time put off the decoration of the hall under the church . In this 

way the construction costs were lowered by $50,000, The contract for the construction of 

the new church was awarded to the firm of L. L, Chambers, Inc., at a total of $349,165.46. 

 

On August 30, 1925, the Very Reverend Justin Figas, the Provincial of the Franciscan Friars 

of Saint Anthony Province, formally blessed the lot on which the church was to stand in a 

special ceremony. On the following day, the digging of the foundation was begun,  the 

work went swiftly, so that by the beginning of April 1926, the interior  iron framework, 

including the belltowers, was finished, the cement floors had been laid, and the brick wall 

was finished up to floor -level,  

 

On Sunday, April 11, 1926, the solemn consecration and bless of the cornerstone was 

performed by His Eminence the Archbishop Michael J, Curley, attended by numerous 

clergy, church confraternities and guilds from all three Polish parishes in Baltimore, and a 

crowd of thousands of Poles, Construction proceeded quickly, so that by the end of 

August the church had been roofed.  

 

On August 22, 1926, the statue of St. Francis was consecrated, and, a month later, that of 

St, Anthony,  

 

On October 24, 1926, the new bells were consecrated.  They were donated by parishioners 

Waclaw and Maryanne Judzientowicz and Jan and Maryanne Debek. The bells were 

named in honor of their donors, the  large bell given the name of St. Waclaw, the medium 

one that of St. John. 

 

https://www.palmerandlamdin.com/search/label/Churches
https://www.palmerandlamdin.com/search/label/Churches
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On Sunday, December 19, 1926, the last regular parish services in the old church were 

held. The services were rather sad and subdued, for, although we were moving to· a 

magnificent new church, parishioners were nonetheless sorry to leave the old one forever. 

 

The first services in the new church began with Christmas Midnight Mass on December 

24, 1926. The church, although spacious, was packed with the faithful, It is estimated that 

more than three thousand took part in that first service, The mood was solemn and formal. 

Right at midnight, the Mass began. The pastor, together with his assistants, Frs. Szczepan 

and Wladyslaw, took the baby Jesus in his arms and intoned the welcome song, "W Ďlobie 

leĎy, któz, pobieĎy, kolendowac malemu Jezusowi Chrystusowi, Dzis do nas zeslanemu? 

Pastuszkowie przybywajcie, Jemu wdziecznie prygrywaycie, Jako Panu naszemu."* 

Thousands of voices took up the song, and the singing resounded, joyful, powerful, 

shaking the walls of the enormous temple of the Lord. The procession began, For the first 

time the Infant Jesus was carried around His new temple, and the faithful, with tears of 

joy in their eyes and touching songs in their mouths, greeted the Newborn Child. 

 

* These are the first lines of a popular Polish carol, which is roughly translated as: "He lies 

in the manger; who comes hurrying, singing carols to the little Jesus Christ, sent down to 

us today? Come, shepherds, sing along to Him gratefully, to Our Lord." 

 

At the beginning of February 1927, the new pews and stained-glass windows arrived and 

were installed, just in time for the opening  of a two-week parish mission at which 

thousands of people gathered for the services and sermons, as well as for the Blessed 

Sacraments. 

 

On Sunday, April 3, 1927, in the twenty -fifth year of the parishés existence, the solemn 

consecration of the new church by His Eminence, the Archbishop Michael J, Curley, took 

place.  

 

At that time  there were about five thousand souls in St. Casimir Parish and 933 children 

attending the parish school . In the previous year there were 170 baptisms, 53 funerals for 

older people, and 20 funerals for children. There were in the parish the following Guilds 

and Societies: The Brotherhood of the Knights of St. Michael, the Brotherhood of St. Jacek, 

the Brotherhood of the Cadets of St. Kazimierz, two Groups of the Union P. R. K., two 

Groups ·of the Brotherhood of the Holy Family, the Society of the Holy Rosary, of the Most 

Sweet Heart of Jesus, of the Most Sacred Sacrament; the Third Order of St. Francis, the 

Confraternity of Young Women, the Confraternity of the Children of Mary, and the 

Confraternity of  the Choir of St. Cecilia. The number of people in all the confraternities 

and societies exceeded 1200 members. The parish debt was about $250,000. 
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1.4. Architectural Design of the New Church  

 

The new Saint Casimir Church was erected in the early fifteenth century Renaissance style.  

It displayed the profound knowledge of  Father Benedict in this field. In addition to St. 

Casimir, he designed the Saint Joseph Cupertino Novitiate in Ellicott City, which is now 

known as the Shrine of St. Anthony.  

 

The Church's was designed to be fire resistant. The exterior of the church is made of 

Indiana limestone and the interior is made of iron and brick covered by plaster. The church 

is 225 feet long, 70 feet wide and had a seating capacity of one thousand four hundred, 

thereby making it one of the largest churches in the eastern United States at that time.  

 

The façade is 80 feet from base to gable. The twin bell towers with their gleaming gold 

domes, contain 23.5 karat gold gilding, stand 110 feet high. They were to dominate the 

entire structure by directing the gaze  of passers-by heavenward.  

 

In the niche of each tower are statues, which stand 9 feet high, one of Saint Francis of 

Assisi and the other Saint Anthony of Padua.  Each statue is nine feet high and weighs 

three tons. The statues were donated by the Women's Parish Guilds and were sculptured 

by one of the most famous artists in America, Hans Schuler.  Originally, their models were 

placed in the side altars but now  can be found at the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City, 

Maryland, home of Our Lady of the Angels Province of the Order of Friars Minor 

Conventual (OFM Conv.) 

 

The church, large as it is, has no supporting pillars in its interior. so that a view of the altars 

is visible from any part of the church. Instead, the exterior walls contain giant piles that 

were driven deep into the ground to give the walls the strength to support the roof. The 

new church was constructed with an outside æenvelopeç building and separate interior 

structure which contains the sanctuary and sacristies.   

 

Also, novel for its day was the heating system, as radiators cannot be located. Grills were 

built to conceal the agencies of heating. 

 

The cost of the new church was originally set at $349,165 and stood at more than $390,000 

in 1927. A main altar, an altar rail, a new pulpit and other decorative improvements were 

to be made. It was estimated that the church when completed would cost $500,000. 

 

The new St. Casimir Church was designated as the most significant architectural 

improvement to Baltimore in 1926.  

 

https://shrineofstanthony.org/shrine
https://www.shrineofstanthony.org/
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In 1927, the Parish celebrated its Silver Jubilee. 

1.5. Further Expansion of the Parish (1930-1975) 

The 1930és saw the interior decoration of the Church, and the period of the largest 

expansion of St. Casimir Parish, to approximately 5,300 members. 

 

In 1934, a factory situated on Kenwood Avenue and O'Donnell Street was purchased and 

reconstructed to serve as a school and gymnasium. The classrooms located in the lower 

parish hall (the original church and now Kolbe Center) were then transferred into this new 

school building. 

 

In 1937, Father Przemielewski placed an order with a firm in Italy for an exact replica of 

the altar designed by the famous artist Donatello for the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua. 

This altar was especially designed to enhance the beauty of the "Pieta," a masterpiece 

executed in bronze. The top and center of the altar is adorned by a likeness of a huge 

bronze crucifix beneath which stands the Blessed Virgin. Six bronze statues are placed on 

the sides: St. Francis, St. Anthony, St. Stephen, St. Casimir, St. Prosedocimus. and St. Louis, 

Bishop. Two large bronze plaques, inserted in the lower part of the altar, represent  

miracles from the life of St. Anthony. The completed altar cost $20,000. 

 

In 1939, a new pastor, Father James Cholewka succeeded Father Benedict. Father James 

was faced with a tremendous parish debt. Nevertheless, he decided to have the interior 

of the church redecorated. Artistically, plans were sketched to cover the vacant spaces 

with characteristically significant murals: the main plafond (ceiling mural) representing the 

triumph  of the Franciscan Order, the right -side paintings representing the history of the 

Roman Catholic Church in the United States, and the left side representing the history of 

the Roman Catholic Church in Poland. One of the murals on the choir represents St. Cecilia 

and the Angels, copied from paintings by the great  master Michaelangelo. The cost of 

this work was enormous, but with the help of his generous parishioners, Father James 

liquidated all parish debts. Also, during Father James' administration, the rectory and 

Sisters' convent were renovated and all buildings were now equipped with oil burners. 

The parish now numbered 5,070 souls and 892 children attended the school. 

 

In 1948, Father Aloysius Sobus was appointed the seventh pastor in August 1948. During 

Father Aloysius' administration, the church hall was redecorated in preparation for the 

Golden Jubilee and the school was also repainted. A more efficient public address system 

was installed in church and cushioned kneelers in both the church and Sisters' convent 

were also installed. Although the parish was operating on a sound basis, Father Aloysius 

was faced with the "Canton" section of the city undergoing a change. Some of his 

parishioners were moving to the suburbs.  
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In 1952, the Parish celebrated its Golden Jubilee, and the City of Baltimore began to 

replace the gas lamps which dimly lit the neighborhood around St. Casimir with new 

electric street lights. 

 

By the early 1950s, it had become apparent that the existing school buildings had served 

their purpose and that new facilities in line with modern  standards were required. 

Therefore, plans were drawn to build a new school. Generous contributions poured in, 

and a new school was built across Kenwood Ave from the Church and was blessed by the 

late Archbishop Keough in 1955. 

 

In 1965, the parish constructed the present Friary and a new meeting room (now St. 

Anthony Hall) at the northwest corner of Kenwood Ave and OéDonnell Street.  Following 

the construction of the rectory and meeting  room, the interior of the church's side walls 

were redecorated and the entire floor of the church, excluding  the sanctuary, was 

carpeted. 

 

In 1967, following Vatican II, Masses were being celebrated in English and Latin. The parish 

obtained a beautiful portable altar to  match the furnishings of the sanctuary. The first 

parish council was formed for the purpose of giving the laity a collegial voice in parish 

affairs.  The Parish Hall (the original Church and now the Kolbe Center) and the Convent 

were renovated. 

 

During 1977-1978, the Parish celebrated its Diamond Jubilee. 

1.6. Consolidation and Merger (1975 to Present) 

In 1975 the merger of St. Casimir School, St. Stanislaus School, and St. Leo School formed 

Fr. Maximilian Kolbe School.  In 1997, Fr. Kolbe School became part of the Southeast 

Baltimore Catholic Academy.  On July 1, 2008, St. Casimir reestablished Father Kolbe 

School as a parish school and restored its original name of St. Casimir School. 

 

Also in 1975, the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland, and the Federal Government were 

planning to extend the Jones Fall Expressway (I-83) as a six-lane highway running from 

the Inner Harbor through Little Italy, Fells Point, Canton, and connecting with I-95 in the 

vicinity of OéDonnell Street.  Strong opposition from community organizations including, 

including St. Casimir, successfully blocked the extension and preserved these historic 

neighborhoods. 
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In 1997, the Archdiocese of Baltimore twinned St. Casimir Parish with St. Stanislaus Kostka 

Parish under one pastoral staff.  Three years later, the Archdiocese closed St. Stanislaus 

Parish.   

 

In 1999, the parish began a five-year plan to renovate the parish buildings.  The first phase 

involved repair of the masonry work of the church, installation of pigeon deterrents, 

lightning protection and the regilding of the domes on top of the belltowers.  It two weeks 

to apply the thin layer of 23. 5-carat gold, which cost $9,000 and was specially made in 

Florence, Italy, which completed in 2002. 

 

In 2000, the vacant and dilapidated remnants of the first parish school at the corner of 

OéDonnell Street and Kenwood were completely renovated and renamed the St. Joseph 

Cupertino Center.  The Cupertino Center housed the new St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel, 

parish meeting rooms, and space for after school programs and parish activities.  The new 

chapel contains the stained-glass windows, altar and tabernacle from the old St. Casimir 

convent, as well as the celebrantés chair from St. Stanislaus, the mother par ish of St. 

Casimir. The tin ceiling in the entryway is from the original St. Casimir Church (now Kolbe 

Hall). The dedication Mass was held on December 17, 2000. Former parishioners of St. 

Stanislaus, that closed earlier that year, also took part in the celebration.   

 

In 2002, the parish celebrated the centennial of its establishment with numerous festivities 

and a special Mass.  The parish was home to 625 families and the Father Kolbe School 

served 158 students. 

 

In 2004, the row homes that formed the convent along west -bound OéDonnell Street, 

adjacent to St. Anthony Hall, were sold to the Believe in Tomorrow National Childrenés 

Foundation as residences for families whose children were undergoing treatments for 

cancer and other diseases at Johns Hopkins Hospital.  Today, they have been converted 

back into private homes. 

 

In the mid-2000s an ambitious restoration project began. In phase 1, the stained-glass 

windows in St. Casimir Church were removed and sent to Higgins & Associates restoration 

company in Front Royal, Va. where they were reinforced, cleaned, retouched, then 

reinstalled about a month later .  In phase 2, the interior of the church was repainted, he 

murals on the ceiling were cleaned.  In phase 3, all 88 of the 21-foot -long pews were 

stripped and refinished. 

 

In 2017, the Parishes of St. Casimir, St. Brigid (at 911 S. Ellwood Ave) and St. Elizabeth of 

Hungary (2700 E. Baltimore Street) were formed as a pastorate.  In February 2019, St. 

Brigid Church was closed.  In September 2024, St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church was closed. 
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Today, St. Casimir Church is the anchor for the renewal of the Catholic Church in the 

Canton and Patterson Park neighborhoods.   

 

Sources:  

¶ A Brief History of St. Casimir Church by Fr. Timothy Kulbicki, O.F.M. Conv. 

(https://stcasimir.org/about -us/history/ ) 

¶ An Outline of the History of St. Kazimierzés Parish in Baltimore, Maryland by Fr. 

Benedykt Przemielewski, O.M.C., (11-20-1927) translated by W. Fred Hoffman 

(1980) from the Silver Jubilee Program for the Parish of St. Casimir, Baltimore, 

Maryland - 1902-1927 

¶ Maryland Historical Trust Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form (12-10-

2007) (http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/pdfs/R0004_AMP_S32A_B33_F024.pdf)  

¶ Lamdin, Palmer and Willis 

(https://www.palmerandlamdin.com/search/label/Churches ) 

¶ Golden Jubilee History of St. Casimir Parish (1952) 

¶ Diamond Jubilee History of St. Casimir Parish (1977)   

 

 

  

https://stcasimir.org/about-us/history/
http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/pdfs/R0004_AMP_S32A_B33_F024.pdf
https://www.palmerandlamdin.com/search/label/Churches
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2. Historical Photographs 

2.1. Original Church (Now Kolbe Hall) with New Church in Background (Circa 1927) 
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2.2. Interior of Old Church (circa 1927) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3. Site of Construction for New Church (Circa 1925) 
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2.4. Iron Framework of New Church (Circa 1926) 
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2.5. Completion of the Belltowers (Circa 1926) 
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2.6. Interior View from Narthex to Sanctuary (circa 1927) 

2.7. Interior View from Sanctuary to Choir (circa 1927) 
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2.8. Close-Up of Sanctuary (circa 1927) 

2.9. Left and Right Sides of Sanctuary (circa 1927) 
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2.10. Narthex (circa 1927) 

2.11. Chapel of the Virgin Mary of Good Counsel - Original Baptistry (circa 1927) 
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2.12. Dedication Mass (April 2, 1927) 

2.13. Baltimore Award for Architectural Significance 
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2.14. St. Casimir School Annex ä OéDonnell and S. Kenwood ä Now Cupertino Center 

(Circa 1927) 

2.15. St. Casimir Rectory (circa 1934) 
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2.16. St. Casimir School (circa 1934) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.17. St. Casimir School and Gymnasium (1952) 
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2.18. Altar (Christmas 1977) 
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2.19. St. Casimir Parish Festival ä Baltimore Sun (6-13-1998) 
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3. Current Photographs 

3.1. St.  Casimir Main Facade (fronting Kenwood Avenue) 
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3.2. Models for the  Statues of St. Francis and St. Anthony of Padua at St. Casimir - 

Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City. 
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3.3. St. Casimir Bell Tower 
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3.4. St. Casimir Aerial View (looking southwest towards Locust Point) 

 

3.5. St. Anthony Hall (north side of west-bound OéDonnell Street between Kenwood 

Avenue and Lakewood Avenue) (right)  
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3.6. Kolbe Hall ä Original Church Building (from Lakewood Avenue) (left) 

3.7. Kolbe Hall Main Entrance (westbound OéDonnell Street on north side of Church) 

(right) 
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3.8. Friary (west side of Kenwood Avenue at westbound OéDonnell Street) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.9. St. Joseph Cupertino Center ä St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel Entrance (east side of 

Kenwood Avenue at westbound OéDonnell Street) 
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3.10. St. Stanislaus Kostka Chapel Interior  
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3.11. St. Joseph Cupertino Center - Pastorate Office Entrance (2800 0éDonnell Street ä 

westbound)  
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3.12. St. Casimirés School Main Entrance (east side of Kenwood Avenue between east- 

and west-bound OéDonnell Street) 
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4. Artistic Tour of St. Casimir Church 

4.1. Sanctuary and Nave 

4.1.1. View from Choir Loft towards Sanctuary 
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4.1.2. View from Sanctuary to Choir Loft  
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4.2. The Main Altar 

The main (or high) altar in the sanctuary at the west end of the church is a modified 

reproduction of the main altar of the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua, Italy (created in 

1895). The altar is constructed of black, gold and yellow imported Tuscan marble (black 

and gold Tarni and yellow Luman from Italy, and Vitrolelis from France) on which are 

composed a series of bronze statues and panels copied from the 15th century Florentine 

artist Donatello.   

 

The story of the erection of the main altar is in itself a minor miracle. Fr. Benedict 

Przemielewski constantly dreamed of building this sacred but costly sacred work of art. 

Fr. Benedict kept a picture postcard reminder of it at his desk. It was not until 1927 that 

the force of many unsolicited donations made him realize that the dream  was a possibility.  

 

The altar was erected in St. Casimir's Church in August 1939.  The "weighty jobç of 

assembling the components was handled by the Tomasi family of Florence, ltaly. The altar 

is composed of 15 tons of marble quarried in Italy and shipped in two -ton blocks. Each of 

the principal statues weighs 400 pounds of cast bronze, with the life-sized crucifixion 

scene weighing 800 pounds. 

 

Dominating above the high altar is a life-size bronze crucifix, while at the base of the cross 

is a stylized Pietá where Mary, the enthroned Queen of Heaven, offers the Christ Child for 

adoration. On the reverse is a bas-relief of Adam and Eve at the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil in the Garden of Eden. This composition symbolizes the sacrifice of Christ, 

the New Adam, with the cooperation in grace of  Mary, the Mother of God and the New 

Eve, wiping away the original sin of the Old Adam and Eve. 

 

Flanking the Pietá on both sides are six cast-bronze representations (left to right) of:  

 

¶ St. Louis, Bishop of Toulouse (Franciscan)  

¶ St. Casimir of Poland (our churchés patron)  

¶ St. Francis of Assisi (founder of the Franciscan Order)  

¶ St. Anthony of Padua (patron of Padua)  

¶ Deacon St. Daniel (martyr and companion of St. Prosdocimus) and 

¶ St. Prosdocimus (patron of Padua prior to St. Anthony)  

 

Here, St. Casimir replaces St. Justina, an early virgin and martyr of Padua, found in the 

original in Padua. 
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4.2.1. Pietá and Crucifix (with St. Francis on the left and St. Anthony of Padua 

on the right)  
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4.2.2.  Bas Relief of Adam and Eve and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 

and Evil 
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4.2.3.  St. Louis ä Bishop of Toulouse (left)  

4.2.4. St. Casimir (right) 
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4.2.5. St. Francis of Assisi (left) 

4.2.6. St. Anthony of Padua (right) 
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4.2.7. St. Daniel of Padua ä Deacon and Martyr            

4.2.8. St. Prosdocimus of Padua ä Bishop and Martyr  












































































































































































































































